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! Website: www.joeld.net/wfrc

Meeting Highlights
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary

 On Tuesday, July 14th, the Wright Flyers held their 
monthly membership meeting. This was the third 
meeting of the flying season scheduled at the 
Montissippi Field. 

 The meeting was called to order by president Scott 
Leiferman at 7:07 PM. There were twelve members 
present including three club officers. 

 Leo Davids reviewed the minutes of the June  
meeting as published in the June club newsletter. The 
minutes were approved as published. There was no 
Treasurer’s report.

 Mark Verbrugge was not able to attend the meeting 
but in correspondence with Scott said the Cub Scout 
flying demo was on for this Thursday. Mark said that 
potential windy weather may cancel this and he would 
make the call to Scott and the scouts. Steve Wester 
said the invitation to the Big Lake scout troop was 
declined because of  other commitments they had.

 Nate Ewing brought a new sign to erect at the 
entrance road to the field. The old “model airfield” 
sign had disappeared so Pete was able to get a new 
more elaborate sign with a facsimile of the club logo 
made at no cost to the club.

 Jeff Nelson received an invoice for the meeting 
room at the middle school that we used last winter. It 
totaled $30 for six nights of use. He has paid the bill 
and will get reimbursed from the club treasurer.

 Garth reminded everyone that our club picnic is 
coming next month, August 29th, and also that the 
Maple Lake EAA Chapter fly-in dinner is scheduled 
for September 13th. Our club, as in the past, is invited 
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The next meeting is scheduled for 
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2009.  It will be held at the Montissippi 
Flying Field.

to display in the main hanger where the dinner is 
served.

 The meeting was adjourned at 7:33 PM.

 The weather for the meeting night was once again 
very poor with rain showers and high wind so no 
flights were launched. A crew accompanied Nate 
Ewing to the fork at the field entrance road so that 
they could put up the new sign directing traffic to the 
field.  

Upcoming Events
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary

St. Paul Electric Fun Fly - The club is holding an 
electric fly starting at 10 AM on Saturday, August 15, at 
their field off Lexington Ave North, left on 136th Lane. 
See the club’s web site for detailed information and 
location of  their field. http://www.spmrc.com/

Grassfield E-Fly - The Grassfield RC club is 
holding their electric fly-in that was postponed from 
May this year on Saturday, August 22, from 10 AM to 3 
PM at the club field in Coon Rapids.
ACRC Electric Fly - The Anoka County Club will 
be holding an electric fly at their field in East Bethel on 
Saturday, September 5th. It will start at 8 AM and be 
hosted by the MARCEE Club. Flying requires an AMA 
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membership card. The food will be a pot luck lunch 
contributed by the participating fliers. 
Maple Lake EAA Pork Chop Fly-in Dinner - The 
Maple Lake EAA chapter is holding their annual event 
at the Maple Lake airport on Sunday, September 13, 
from 11:30 AM until 2 PM. They will be having 
aircraft displays that include the following:  
experimental, warbirds, commercial, antique, ultralights 
and  remote control (display by WRC).  There will also 
be plane rides by Wright Aero, aviation displays, food, 
door prizes and the annual prop clock raffle.

Blue Sky Fun Fly
by Leo Davids, WFRC Secretary 

 On July 18th and 19th, the Paynesville RC Club held 
an open non-competition flying event at their field 
north of Paynesville, MN. This 2-day event included a 
dinner, overnight camping, campfire and night flying 
on the first evening. The club also offered food 
concessions during the day. The facilities are anchored 
by an expansive 600 foot grass runway with no vertical 
obstructions within at least 2000 feet in any direction. 
The Paynesville club members are heavy into giant 
scale aircraft but all sizes and kinds of aircraft were 
welcome for this event. 

 Our own John Kossieck had attended the event in 
previous years and highly recommended that as many 
of our club as could attend this year’s edition. John got 
a good response.  Along with he and his wife Joyce, 
WFRC club had Joel Dirnberger, Nate Ewing,  Leo 
Davids and Garth Landefeld in attendance. Saturday 
was a bit windy, cool and cloudy but hardly effected 
the turnout and flights launched. Sunday turned out to 
be absolutely beautiful and the flying was in high gear 
all day long. Some of the highlights were  

twin brothers (Ross & Paul Hollarman) from 

Paynesville flying their Yak-54 choreographed 
aerobatics act  as well as their free-form aerobatics duo 
with their Pitts Python smoke equipped biplanes. 
Other highlights included a flight by a 50% scale J3 
Piper Cub and  a turbine jet powered RC model plane.

Half-scale Cub coming in for a landing
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Choosing the Right Glow Plug 
From O.S. Engines, March 2009 AMA Insider

 Several factors influence the use of the correct glow 
plug for your engine. Here are some guidelines: 
Engine Type 
 Standard engines (engines with a 1-piece head) are 
most common. Standard plugs are easily available, 
inexpensive, and fit almost all standard engines. 
Standard plugs are installed with a washer, which 
creates a compression seal with the head.
 Turbo. Many new O.S. engines, which feature a 
special 2-piece turbo head. The biggest benefit of 
turbo plugs is superior performance. Unlike standard 
plugs, turbo plugs (identified by a “P” in the 
description) feature a tapered “seat” that matches 
perfectly with the head. That creates a superior 
compression seal and with it, maximum efficiency and 
power. Turbo plugs are the choice for racers, who 
want, and need, top performance. 
 A word of caution: you should never install a turbo 
plug in a standard engine or vice versa. Doing so risks 
doing serious (and expensive) damage. 
 Displacement 
Small displacement engines need a hotter plug than 
larger displacement because larger engines have more 
mass and retain heat better. 
 Nitro Content 
Use of higher nitro fuels will require a colder plug 
than lower nitro fuels. 
 Temperature 
The hotter the day, the colder the plugs need to be. 
 Additional Things to Know: 
• Hot plugs promote better idling and acceleration. 

If your engine runs rough or accelerates sluggishly, 
a hotter plug will help. 

• Cold plugs produce more power and may improve 
performance if your engine runs hot. The 
downside is rougher idling and more difficulty in 
tuning. 

• Fuel-air mix not only affects how your engine 
performs; it  can also have an impact on how long 
your plug lasts. If you run rich, it means that 
you’re using more fuel than necessary for top 
performance. Modelers are often advised to run 
rich during engine break-in, because it helps cool 
the engine. However, running too rich can also 
cause an engine to bog down or quit entirely. In 
addition, it also means that the glow element is 
being exposed to more contaminants than 
necessary, which shortens plug life. Running lean 
means that you’re using less fuel. “Leaning in” an 

engine has a positive effect on performance. 
However, care is needed here, because over-leaning 
an engine can harm it, by raising operating 
temperatures, and burn up a plug [Tech Editor’s 
Note:  More than the plug might be lost, excessive 
leaning can ruin an engine!] before it’s time. Do 
not over lean! 

Final Thoughts 
 Choosing the right glow plug not only improves 
performance, but can also extend the life of your 
engine and the glow plug itself. With the guidelines 
above and the tips below, you’re well on your way to 
achieving both. 
• Buy quality plugs. You’re protecting your 

investment. 
• Store plugs where it’s dry. Moisture can ruin them. 
• Use the right glow plug. Follow the guidelines 

above. 
• Follow the proper break-in procedures. 
• Tune your engine carefully. Running too lean will 

make your engine “blow” plugs more often. 
Proper tuning helps extend plug life. 

• Never touch the filament of a glow plug. Doing so 
can break the filament and ruin a plug. 

• Don’t over tighten your plug. Tighten it until it’s 
just snug. 

• Be sure to shim your engine correctly. A plug that’s 
too close to the piston can cause pre-detonation, 
which will quickly damage a glow plug. 

• Use only a glow  starter or 1.5V battery to heat 
your plug. Otherwise, your plug may burn out 
ahead of it’s time. Don’t be afraid to ask for help. 
Experienced modelers have already “been there, 
done that.” Their experience can save you time and 
money; and most are glad to help. 

• Glow plugs get very hot, enough to glow the 
filament red or white hot, and removing a glow 
plug while power is applied can cause burning if 
appropriate care is not taken. [Tech Editor’s Note:  
Removing the plug while it’s still being “heated” 
strikes me as nearly impossible, since any 
attachment to the plug, that would be doing the 
heating, must be removed so that you can have 
access to remove the plug. The only other way to 
heat the plug is from the combustion in the 
engine, so if you are handling the engine, it’s 
generally a good thing to have stopped it running 
while you “fool” with it.] Special caution must be 
taken while near fuel sources. 

• Some connectors for glow plugs can short circuit 
and damage batteries, or cause them to explode. 
Batteries may get hot during the use of a glow 
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763-263-3577. Jean Davids

Café Express 
Want club logo apparel & other items? Shop here: 

http://www.cafepress.com/wrightflyersrc. 

plug. This especially applies to homemade or 
nonstandard connectors. 

[Tech Editor’s Note:  One source of material that can 
ruin glow plugs is detritus left in the engine during/
after manufacture. Before you run any new engine, it’s 
a good idea to flush, at least the combustion volume, 
to eliminate as much “stuff ” as you can. Flush it with 
fuel or methyl alcohol, never water. The best way to 
flush is to remove the head and the back plate and 
flood the engine with the flushing fluid. If you are 
uncomfortable removing the engine parts, then take 
the glow plug out, move the piston down so that the 
top of the piston is below the exhaust port and run the 
flushing liquid down the plug hole and out the 
exhaust. If you catch the flushing fluid on a white 
paper towel, you should be able to see anything that 
the flush eliminated.] 

Carl was noticeably nervous during 
the hand-launch endurance event.
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